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Discover the poet within! You've read poetry that has touched your heart, and you'd like to improve

your own writing technique. But even though you have loads of inspiration, you're discovering that

good instruction can be as elusive as a good metaphor. The Complete Idiot's Guide to Writing

Poetry will help you compose powerful, emotion-packed poems that you can be proud of. You'll

learn simple explanations of poetry building blocks such as metaphor, imagery, symbolism and

stanzas; steps to the poetic process; easy-to-follow guidelines for writing sonnets, sestinas,

narrative poems and more; fun exercises to help you master the basics of poetry writing; cliches and

other poetry pitfalls to avoid; advice on writers' conferences and workshops; tips on getting your

poetry published; good poems that will inspire your own work; strategies to beat writer's block.
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I'm completely new to the world of writing poetry; in fact, it's one of those things I never thought I'd

be picking up a book for, let alone an Idiot's guide. I'd like to learn the basics because not only am I

a big word nrrd whose idea of an exciting night in is hunkering down and learning what "iambic

pentameter" really means, I know darn well that all those economy of words and lyrical language

skills are really going to come in handy on the fiction writing tip, too. Overall, the other reviewers

here are right on the money: this book does a great job of explaining the basics, is an excellent

reference for all those poetry terms you never learned, and is packed with fun exercises that are



sure to get you writing. I've been very happy with this book -- I carry it around on the subway and

whip it out when I have a free minute, and always have a good time when I do.However.There's one

thing that really sticks in my craw about this book, so much so that I'm sitting down to type out this

review. And that's the unrelenting admonishments designed to steer us humble students in the

direction of writing "good" poetry. I'm thinking that anyone who is picking up a Complete Idiot's

Guide to Poetry has probably got a heck of a long way to go before their work is what you would

consider "good". I'm also pretty confident that, for anyone picking up said Complete Idiot's Guide,

writing "good" poetry is probably a little further down the list of priorities, perhaps nestled

somewhere between "adapting all of MOBY DICK as a fixed-form ballad" and "writing ''Twas The

Night Before Christmas 2: Electric Boogaloo'".One thing that really troubles me, here, is that the

author never misses the opportunity to bring up the "good poetry" issue.
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